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This concise collection of primary sources presents the story of US History as told by dissenters

who, throughout the course of American history, have fought to gain rights they believed were

denied to them or others, or who disagreed with the government or majority opinion.  Ã‚Â  Each

document is introduced by placing it in its historical context, and thought-provoking questions are

provided to focus the student when s/he reads the text. Instructors are at liberty to choose the

documents that best highlight themes they wish to emphasize.
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Taking up Martin Luther King, Jr.'s definition of dissent-"the right to protest for right"-Temple

University historian Young culls 400 years worth of texts that exercise that right with fire and flair.

Anne Hutchinson, Henry David Thoreau, Martin Luther King Jr., Ani DiFranco and Cindy Sheehan

all appear, alongside lesser-known figures like Native American Stung Serpent (writing in 1723) and

Lucy Stone (who circulated her "Statement on Marriage" in 1855). Divided chronologically, the

anthology collects essays, speeches, organizational statements, songs, posters, interviews,

broadsides and texts in other media. Most of those voices come from the left of the political

spectrum, but Father Coughlin, The Michigan Militia and others are also here. Susan B. Anthony

advises earnest dissenters to "avow their sympathy with despised and persecuted ideas and their

advocates, and bear the consequences." For readers with something on their minds, 400 years of

precedent may be just what they need to stimulate some questions of their own. B&W

illustrations.Copyright Ã‚Â© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights



reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Ã¢â‚¬Å“Dissent is central to American history,Ã¢â‚¬Â• writes historian, professor, terrorism expert,

and novelist Young, and central, one might extrapolate, to the American spirit and democracy itself.

Young originally constructed a comprehensive and scholarly two-volume collection of the writings,

speeches, and manifestos of visionary and influential American dissenters. He now offers a

concentrated version that is both more accessible and more dramatic in its chronological and

inclusive coverage of a spectrum of resistance to injustice, from preÃ¢â‚¬â€œRevolutionary War

petitions to protests against the Iraq War. Name a world-altering social movement, and you will find

fiery expressions of its impetus, beliefs, demands, and hopes, from the birth of the nation to

religious freedom, free speech, abolition, environmental concerns, and the battles to protect the

rights of Native Americans, African Americans, workers, women, and gays. Along with official

documents and cries from the hearts of ordinary citizens, Young includes protest music (Woody

Guthrie, Ani DiFranco, Mos Def), and profound and eloquent writings by Ralph Waldo Emerson,

Margaret Fuller, Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King Jr., Mario Salvo, and Gloria Steinem.

--Donna Seaman

For a basic understanding of how this country has fought against the forces of big money and

political power from the very beginning, I haven't found a better anthology than this one. You'll be

amazed at the things you didn't know, or had forgotten, about American history.

A full anthology of protest writing. Fantastic for both learning on one's own or when researching or

using for academic query. It is great having such a selection in one book.

This is a fantastic, phenomenal collection of primary-source documents spanning all throughout

American history. I highly recommend it for anyone interesting in brushing up on American history,

as well as anyone genuinely interested in the various reasons, methodologies, and practices behind

"dissent."

Great read

Outstanding clarity and gives you perspective



Useful for AP Lang.

So many useful speeches

I liked the history
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